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Individualism and selfishness have shaped our western 
society through economic liberalism, and the eastern one 
has embraced it not to be left behind. Societies and states do 
not focus on benevolence towards others, neighbours and 
friends, but only its benefits, either that of a narrow-minded 
community of values   or that of the individual. 

Current problems show the fact that global questions cannot 
be solved individually, such as global warming, immigration, 
monopoly of a few internationally operating companies 
and so on. Even if the European Union started from beeing 
an economic union, it has for a while applied as a social and 
solidary unity as a “community of values”, which in its basic are 
human dignity, freedom, democracy and equality.1

Article 2 of the EU mentions: “The values on which the 
Union is founded respect for human dignity, freedom, 
democracy, equality, the rule of law and respect for human 
rights, including the rights of persons belonging to minorities. 
These values are everyone’s Member States in a society that 
is characterized by pluralism, non-discrimination, tolerance, 
justice, solidarity and equality between women and men.”2

But is human dignity respected when immigrants like animals 
are locked up? Is democracy respected if it hides behind 
orgies of repression and lobbying? Where is the equality 
between Germany and Greece? Where are Roma minority 
rights applied? How often have the EU member states 
shown solidarity with each other or with outside countries 
or collectives without (only) keeping an eye on their own 
advantage? Solidarity is the “unconditional holding together 
with someone based on the same views and goals” as well as 
the “support based on the feeling of togetherness and standing 
up for one another”.3 So it seems that these values, to which 
the European Community refers, are only written down on 
paper, but have little application in politics and public life. 

Socrates and Aristotle discussed solidarity as a virtue ethics 
framework because in order to live a good life one must 
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Helene Thümmel_



16

perform actions and behave in a way that is in solidarity with 
the community.4  But today we are far from Greek democracy, 
and also from the concept of solidarity. This has been 
rewritten, partly in a very narrow sense of the community to 
which solidarity should refer.

“Critics of institutionalized solidarity, as it takes on concrete 
form in welfare state institutions, also point out that the 
term solidarity is wrongly used here since solidarity involves 
a lot of voluntariness. They are, if not directly, against the 
model of the welfare state itself, at least against the fact that 
it should build on the idea of solidarity.”5 

Eventhough in much of Western Europe, the language of 
solidarity permeates public discourse while at the same time, 
it is widely assumed that this moral responsibility should be 
primarily articulated through state action. This helps explain 
Western Europe’s extensive welfare states and that certain 
reforms are regarded as a heartless assault on the value of 
solidarity, while at the same time this welfare system is able 
to create an unbreachable class system.6

That is why the project The Marx Toolbox considers to extract 
tools, so to say the course of actions from Marx`s Captial as 
a possible way to find different approaches to our globals 
questions. Marx offers ways to create solidarity within 
workers and let them gain back power and fields of actions, 
and what might seems like an old story could foster the 
current life and work situation for many of us.

 “In the very nature of things it lies beyond the sphere of 
material production in the strict meaning of the term. Just 
as the savage must wrestle with nature, in order to satisfy 
his wants, in order to maintain his life and reproduce it, so 
civilized man has to do it, and he must do it in all forms of 
society and under all possible modes of production. With 
his development the realm of natural necessity expands 
because his wants increase; but at the same time the forces 
of production increase, by which these wants are satisfied. 
The freedom in this field cannot consist of anything else 
but of the fact that socialized [hu]man, the associated 
producers, regulate their interchange with nature rationally, 
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bring it under their common control, instead of being ruled 
by it as by some blind power [sic!]; they accomplish their task 
with the least expenditure of energy and under conditions 
most adequate to their human nature and most worthy of it. 
But it always remains a realm of necessity. Beyond it begins 
that development of human power, which is its own end, 
the true realm of freedom, which, however, can flourish only 
upon that realm of necessity as its basis.”7

Marx offers instructions to act on associated, non-
competitive production; it produces rationally and 
inalienable, which means that it puts production under its 
control instead of being dominated by it like a blind power. 
Its application must be well thought out and newly thought 
out, the individual and the collective can be actively involved 
in the planning and implementation of the plans and also 
in the realization of political and industrial democracy. It is 
nothing less than creating the conditions for a free, rational, 
active and independent person.

Maybe it makes sense to think about a change of the political 
system that at the moment is seen the most successful one: 
the Representative Democracy in combination with a market-
liberal economy and a restrictive immigration policy. In 
addition to being active to implement these system changes, 
it is also necessary to train in solidarity in thinking and acting, 
in this post-factual age, in a decade of increasing right-wing 
radicalism, and constant manipulation and surveillance, as 
well to be able to keep separation of individuals against it. 
In the political and social sense, as well as in daily actions. 
Because socialism, to follow Marx is also a solidarity act 
towards the others, the poorer, the outcasts. It is about the 
respect of the other and their own life, the respect towards or 
lived surrounding.

1 https://www.bpb.de/internationales/europa/europaeische-union/42851/
grafik-werte-der-eu (05.02.2020)
2 http://www.europarl.europa.eu/charter/pdf/text_de.pdf
3 https://www.duden.de/rechtschreibung/Solidaritaet (05.02.2020)
4 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solidarity (05.02.2020)
5 https://www.marxists.org/archive/fromm/works/1961/man/notes.htm#n91 
(05.02.2020)
6https://www.thepublicdiscourse.com/2010/12/2169/ (17.02.2020)
7 https://www.marxists.org/archive/fromm/works/1961/man/notes.htm#n95 
(05.02.2020)
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“I am from the countryside, not directly 
from Funchal. In Funchal there are some 
places to come together but they are not 

well used. The places that should be 
more used from locals are Municipality 

Garden and Praca do Povo.“
Cristiano (31)

“I think to pray is the best solution - religion is very important 
for me. I like speaking a lot with my neighbors and I know 

the people from my area quite well.“
Virgilo (77)

“What we need is a mix of community. 
People could start doing gardening together, 

Zumba classes, playing games. Especially 
Praca do Povo should be considered for so-

mething new.“
Sara (31)

“An event is a good idea to connect all people - with food, drinks and 
music [...] also parks, places for children, open spaces with plants are nee-

ded in Funchal.“
Margarida (16), Fabiana (17), Sofia (17)

“Everyday only 5 to 6 local people
are coming to the pier - it is more 

touristic. The pier and especially 
Praca do Povo is not a nice place 

especially for young people to hang 
out.“

Ricardo (35)

“I am kind of a society person and 
like to go to places where people 
communicate. Certain places on 

the island for examples festivals 
without any religion could be good, 

it should be for everyone.“
Fatima (57)
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 D  A  T  A 

GSEducationalVersion People who pass by.
People who sit on.
People who activly use the space

I N T E R V I E W 
D A T A
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 D  A  T  A 

GSEducationalVersion People who pass by.
People who sit on.
People who activly use the space

People who pass by
People who stay for a while
People who activly use the place

AGE PLACE WHAT TO DO?

16-20
16.5% No need of a new shared No need of a new shared 

places
33%

70-80
16.5%

50-60
16.5%

25-30
50.5%

Municipality Garden
16.5%

Praca do Povo
50.5%

Children park
33.3%

Green Places
16.7%

Religious Place
16.7%

Events
33.3%

I N T E R V I E W 
D A T A



24

+COMMUNITY ...

... is a project that pre-
tends to bring all the 
community of Funchal to 
the city with the aim to 
get these people closer in 
a way that they can share 
ideas, memories, stories...

This project is directed 
to everyone - in this case 
people from Madeira Is-
land, from all the ages - 
youth, adults and elderly 
people.

Improving Praca do Povo 
is a way to create life in 
the city centre on the 
weekends and after work 
during the week. Bringing 
the citizens to this place is 
a way to improve the con-
nection of the community 
and as well the economy 
of the surrounding area 
and Funchal city.
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Accepting People as they are,
Connecting people from near and far.
Solidarity with people who are fucked,
By the system with no luck.
Seeing the positive attitudes,
Of all the people from different latitudes.

Solidarity, and act of active empathy,
Being aware of your surroundings and sympathy.
Help people with simple gestures,
When in a world full of selfishness, you venture.
Sharing stories and your memories,
With people lost in their reveries. 

Unanimous
Abiral Khadka_
Vasily Kuzmich_

A poem made after collecting everybody’s thoughts on 
what solidarity meant to them.
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